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loris obscurioribus ; nigredine capitis nulla; remigibus pri- 
mariis extus pallide tr cano marginatis, limbo 
apicali lato, conspicuo et abrupte albo ; nieredine apicali 
caudæ minus distincta ; subalaribus dilute et sordide isa- 
bellinis. 

Juv. Similis fæminæ, at sordidius tinctus; remigibus subcon- 
coloribus, absque margine albo. 

In the old male the black loral band widens considerably in 
the region of the eye and ear, and unites on the nape. The 
feathers of the bastard-wing are blackish; the alar margin is 
white. 

I never found an opportunity of observing this bird in the 
wild state. It scems to be confined to a very narrow district, 
and to belong exclusively to the low Abyssinian coast-region. 


XV.—List of Birds collected in the Straits of Magellan by Dr. 
Cunningham, with remarks on the Patagonian Avifauna. 
By P L. Sermin, MA., Ph Di, PRS., atid Ossart 
Sarvin, M.A., F.L.S., F.Z.S. 


As already mentioned in the last number of ‘The Ibis’ (supra, 
p- 129, note), the specimens of birds collected by Dr. Cun- 
ningham during the surveying-operations carried on by H.M.S. 
‘Nassau’ in the Straits of Magellan, in the (antarctic) summer 
of 1866-67, have been placed in our hands for identification. 
The collection embraces sixty-one specimens, referable to forty- 
four species, of which a list is herewith given, together with 
some remarks we have put together concerning some of the morc 
obscure and less known of them. There are, besides, two or 
three other species, collected at Maldonado, and “at sea,” which 
we have thought it better not to insert in the catalogue, as they 
belong to a very different avifauna. 

fiiino over the few species discovered by Forster and the 
older voyagers, our principal knowledge of the avifauna of Pa- 
tagonia is due to the collections made by Capt. King, Com- 
mander of the ‘ Adventure,’ in the years 1826-30, aing the 
first surveying-expedition of the Straits of Magellan, and to 
the collections made by Me. Parwin, naturalist of the ‘Beagle ’ 
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during the second surveying-expedition of the same region, 
under the command of Capt. FitzRoy. 

Capt. King’s first communications on the birds collected 
during his voyage were published, in the form of letters addressed 
to Mr. Vigors, in the ‘Zoological Journal’*. Unfortunately 
the descriptions there given of the supposed new species are so 
short and so vague, that in many cases it is impossible to identify 
them+. Nor are Capt. King’s subsequent, though more matured, 
descriptions, given in the Zoological Society’s ‘ Proceedings’f, 
entitled to much greater praise. A summary of these papers is 
appended to the first volume of the ‘ Narrative of the Surveying- 
Voyages of the ‘ Adventure’ and ‘ Beagle § °, whence it appears 
that Capt. King obtained altogether from sixty to seventy species 
of birds on the shores of the Straits of Magellan. 

Mr. Darwin’s collections, formed during the second surveying- 
expeditions, were, as every one knows, worked out in a much 
more claborate manner. Mr. Gould undertook the determination 
of the species; but, being unable to complete the task, owing to 
his departure for Australia, Mr. George Gray assisted Mr. 
Darwin in finishing the valuable work, which forms the third 
volume of the ‘ Zoology of the Voyage of the ‘ Beagle ’.’ 

Here we find recorded the occurrence of seventy-seven species 
of birds in Southern Patagonia, the principal locality of obser- 
vation having been the shores of the Magellan Straits, besides 
which various points were visited on the east and west coast 
south of latitude 46° S. This list of mostly well-determined 
species, accompanied, as it is, by Mr. Darwin’s valuable notes 
on the habits and localities, forms by far the most complcte 
account of the Patagonian avifauna yet published. 


* Vols. iii. pp. 422-482, and iv. pp. 91-105. 

+ This would have been of less importance if the typical specimens had 
been carefully preserved. Unfortunately they are in most cases lost, 
having been (as we are informed) deposited in the Zoological Society’s 
Museum, and scattered abroad on the dispersal of that collection. Mr. 
Darwin's specimens were presented to the same collection, but were luckily 
in most cases removed to the British Museum, where they now are. 

t “Characters of new genera and species of birds from the Straits of 
Magellan,” P. Z. S. 1830-31, pp. 14-16, and 29, 30. 

§ London: 1839. 
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To obtain an idea of the general character of this avifauna 
and its origin, we will take the list of Patagonian Passeres (the 
chief order of purely terrestrial birds), as most likely to pro- 
vide us with trustworthy information on this subject. The well- 
determined Passeres of Southern Patagonia are, as will be seen 
by the subjoined list*, about thirty in number. Four of these 


* List of Patagonian Passeres. 


Republic. 


Patagonia 
| | Chili. 
| Argentino 


Turdus falldandicus........0ceeereces 
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| | 


Troglodytes magellanicus ............| — | — 
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only, so far as we know at present, are peculiar to Patagonia ; 
two others (Phrygilus melanoderus and P. xanthogrammus) are 
only found in Patagonia and the Falkland Islands. The re- 
maining twenty-four are all met with in Chili, while only eight 
out of these occur in the Argentine Republic, and these eight 
are species likewisc found in Chili. It would seem therefore 
that, so far as we can judge by the character of the Passerine avi- 
fauna, Patagonia belongs strictly to the same zoological province of 
the Neotropical Region as Chili, and has probably received its 
bird-population from that country. 

Having said thus much upon the general facies of the Pata- 
gonian avifauna, we return to Dr. Cunningham’s collection. 
Nearly the whole of the species it contains are such as have been 
already obtained in the same locality by Capt. King and Mr. 
Darwin. 


1. TURDUS FALKLANDICUS, Quoy & Gaim. 
One specimen in nestling plumage. Sandy Point, Dec. 26th. 
“ Tris blue.” 


2. Puryertus cart. Fringilla gayi, Gould, Zool. Voy. 
‘ Beagle,’ iii. p. 98. 

One skin. Gregory Bay, May Ist. This skin agrees with those 
determined as P. gayi in the ‘ Zoology of the ‘Beagle’.’? But 
we suspect therc has been some error here, and that the allied 
but smaller species, described by Mr. Gould as Fringilla formosa 
(loc. supr. cit.), is the true F. gayi of Kydoux and Gervais, To 
ascertain this point without doubt, it will be necessary to con- 
sult the typical specimens in the Paris Museum, which we have 
not yet had an opportunity of doing. 


3. CHRYSOMITRIS BARBATA (Mol.). 
Gregory Bay, May 19th. Two skins in immature plumage. 


4. STURNELLA MILITARIS (Linn.); Cunningham, anteà, p. 126. 
One example, from near Cape Possession, Jan. 1867. 


5. CINCLODES PATAGONICUS (Gm). 
Sandy Point, May. 


6. Crnciopes Fruscus (Vieill.). 
Sandy Point, May. 


| 
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7. UPUCERTHIA DUMETORIA, Geoffr. & d’Orb. 

Possession Bay, January. A short-billed specimen, such as is 
spoken of by Mr. Darwin (Zool. ‘ Beagle,’ iii. p. 66) as occurring 
in Patagonia. 

8. Oxyurus SPINICAUDA (Gm.). O. tupinieri, Less. ; Cun- 
ningham, anted, p. 125. 

Sandy Point, February. 

9. SCYTALOPUS MAGELLANICUS (Lath.). S. fuscus, Gould. 

Sandy Point, May. 

10. MYIOTHERETES RUFIVENTRIS (Vieill.). 

Possession Bay, January. 

11. TÆNIOPTERA PYROPE, Kittl. 

One skin, from Port Famine, resembling Chilian specimens, but 
with the first two primaries not excised,—perhaps a female of 
this species. 

12. MUSCISAXICOLA MENTALIS (Lafr. & d’Orb.). 

Sandy Point, April. 

18. CENTRITES NIGER (Bodd.). 

Sandy Point. 

14, CERYLE STELLATA, Meyer. 

Port Galant, March. We are not yet quite convinced as to 
the propriety of uniting this western and southern form with C. 
torquata. We have seen young specimens of C. torquata spotted 
as much as the present bird; but, on the other hand, C. stellata 
seems to be always smaller in size, particularly as regards the 
bill, and never to attain the unspotted dress of the adult C. 
torquata: at least we have not yet met with unspotted speci- 
mens of C. stellata. 


15. CAMPEPHILUS MAGELLANICUS (King); Cunningham, 
anteà, p. 126. 

Sandy Point, December. 

16. Conurus cyanoLyseUs (Mol.) 

Sandy Point, March. 

17. Mitvaco cuimanco (Vieill.). 

Sandy Point, December. 
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18. PotyBorus THaRUs (Mol.). P. brasiliensis, Cunning- 
ham, anted, p. 125. 

Gregory Bay, May; Elizabeth Island, February. 

19. Burro erytHRoNoTUSs, King. 

Sandy Point. 

20. AcciPITER CHILENSIS (Phil. & Landb.), Scl. and Salv., 
Ex. Orn. pl. xxxvii. 

One specimen in immature plumage, from Sandy Point (Feb- 
ruary). 

21. TINNUNCULUS SPARVERIUS (Linn.). 

Sandy Point, February. 

22. CIRCUS MACROPTERUS (Vieill.). 

Sandy Point. An immature specimen. May. This species 
is not mentioned by Mr. Darwin, nor, so far as we know, by other 
authors, as oceurring in Patagonia. Other skins in Dr. Cun- 
ningham’s collection are from Maldonado. 

23. Orus Bracuyotus (Linn.). 

Philips Bay, Fuegia, April. 

24. BUBO MAGELLANICUS (Gm.). 

Santiago Bay and Sandy Point, February and December. 

25. GLAUCIDIUM NANUM (King). 

Sandy Point, May. 

26. PHOLEOPTYNX CUNICULARIA (Mol.). 

Neighbourhood of Cape Vincent, Fuegia, April. Mr. Darwin 
states that he never saw this bird south of the Rio Negro (loc. cit. 
p. 31). 

27. ATTAGIS FALKLANDICA (Gm.). 

Peckett Harbour, March. 

28. THINOCORUS RUMICIVORUS, Eschsch. 

Peckett Harbour, March. 

29. EupromIas Mopesta (Licht.). 

Sandy Point, December, in summer plumage; and Peckett 
Harbour, January, also in summer plumage. 

30. ÆGIALITIS FALKLANDICUS (Lath.). 

Sandy Point, December, in summer plumage; and Gregory 
Bay, May, in winter plumage. 
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31. OREOPHILUS RUFICOLLIS (Vicill.). 
Sandy Bay, April. 

32. GALLINAGO PARAGUAIÆ (Vieill.). 
Sandy Point, December. 


33. Nycticorax osscurvus (Licht.) ; Bp. Consp. ii. p. 141; 
Sclater, Ibis, 1861, p. 312. 
Oazy Harbour, March. 


34. THERISTICUS MELANoPIS, Lath.; Cunningham, antea, 
p. 126. 
Elizabeth Island, February. 


85. PHENICOPTERUS IGNIPALLIATUS, Geoffr. & d'Orb. 

A young bird from Gregory Bay, April 30th. 

36. CHLOEPHAGA MAGELLANICA (Gm.); Cunningham, anteà, 
pe l27. 

Santiago Bay, April. 

37. CHLOEPHAGA POLIOCEPHALA, Sclater, P.Z.8.1858, p.290. 


“Chesnut-breasted Goose,” Cunningham, anéed, p. 127. 
Oazy Harbour, March. 


38. MICROPTERUS CINEREUS (Gm.); Cunningham, anted, p.127. 
Sandy Point, December. 


+89. QuERQUEDULA cYANOPTERA (Vieill.). 

Sandy Point. 

40. Darit, sp. ign. 

A single specimen of a female Duck from Sandy Point (De- 
cember), not referable to any species we are acquainted with. 


41. PHALACROCORAX CIRRHATUS (Gm.). Hypoleucus cir- 
rhatus, Bp. Consp. ii. p. 174. 

Magellan’s Straits. 

42, PODICEPS ROLLANDI (Quoy & Gaim.). 

Sandy Point, one example, immature. 

43. LARUS DOMINICANUS (Licht.). 

Sandy Point (June). 

Ad. FULMARUS GLACIALIOIDES (Smith). 

No exact locality given. 


